
IN THE MATIER of the Queensland Racing Commission of Inquiry 
before the Honourable Justice Margaret White AO 
pursuant to the Commissions of Inquiry Order (No.1) 2013 

AFFIDAVIT OF MARGARET ANN REYNOLDS 

MARGARET ANN REYNOLDS of  in the State of 
Queensland states on oath: 

1. My date of birth is  . I am currently years of age and I am retired. 

2. 1 have received a Notice dated 5 July 2013 from the Queensland Racing Commission 
of Inquiry (Commission) requiring me to give information In a written statement. The 
information required relates to 'T'Y knowledge of the matters set out in the Schedule 
annexed to the Notice (Schedule). 

Background in harness racing 

3. I have been involved with the harness racing industry in Queensland for the past 50 or 
so years, including having been: 

(a) a committee member of the Rocklea, Ipswich, Redcliffe, Marburg, Gold Coast 
and Townsville Harness Racing Clubs at various times between 1985 and 2004; 

(b) a member of the Breeders, Owners, Trainers and Reinspersons Association 
{Old) Incorporated (BOTRA) for more than 10 years; 

(c) the Secretary and Treasurer of BOTRA since approximately 2006; and 

(d) a member of the Queensland Harness Racing Board (QHRB) between 2004 and 
2006. 

4. The Glossary to the Schedule defines the "Relevant Entitles" which are of interest to 
the Commission. I was not an employee or otherwise formally associated with any of 
the Relevant Entities during the Relevant Period. In particular, with respect to my 
involvement with: 

(a) QHRB, my role as Board Member ceased before 1 January 2007, being the start 
of the Relevant Period; and 

(b) Queensland Harness Racing Limited {QHRL): 

(i) I was appointed director on 23 December 2010, at which time QHRL was 
no longer the control body for harness racing in Queensland: and 
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(ii) I am one of 3 directors, the other 2 being Mr Kevin Seymour and Ms Janice 
Dawson, who were both appointed on 17 October 2007; 

5. I have no direct kr'lowladga ;as to the matters described in section 1 of the Schedule 
(Contract management and financial accountability), section_ 5 (Employment Contracts: 
Tuttle, Orchard, Brennan, Reid) or section 7 (Funds Transfer In February 2012: 
Queensland Government to Queensland Racing Limited Infrastructure Trust Account}. 

Section 2 of the Schedule: Management 

6. In my role as Secretary and Treasurer of BOTRA I have had various dealings with 
Racing Queensland Limited (Racing Queen~land), QHRL and QHRB 8nd as 8 result 
have acquired some direct knowledge of, and to some extent fonned views about. the 
management of those organisations. 

7. In respect of QHRB: 

(a) in the period between January 2007 to June 2008 BOTRA liaised with the QHRB 
on matters concerning the industry. To the best of my knowledge, during this 
period Mr Bob Lette was the Chairman of and Mr Andrew Kelly was the CEO of 
QHRB. BOTRA had "Product Industry Group" meetings with QHRL during this 
period, however I did not attend them. These were attended by President, Philip 
Mitchell and Vice President, David Lewis for BOTRA; 

(b) I am not aware of the specific management policies or processes in place at 
QHRB during the Relevant Period, however BOTRA had a good working 
relationship with QHRB during this time and, so far as I was aware, OHRB had 
competent management and appropriate policies and practices; 

(c) I believe the persons best placed to comment on paragraphs 2.2 and 2.3 of the 
Schedule would be Mr Lette or Mr Kelly. 

8. In respect of QHRL: 

(a) between July 2008 and June 2010 BOTRA was involved with QHRL. During this 
period the majority of BOTRA's dealings were with Mr Mike Godber, the CEO, 
and, to a lesser extent, Bob Lette, the Chairman of the Board. In the majority of 
these meetings BOTRA was represented by its President Terry MacDermott, 
David Lewis and Bill Dixon, however I attended some meetings; 

(b) as Secretary I would periodically prepare updates to the BOTRA membel"$hip 
regarding BOTRA's activities. Attached hereto and marked "MAR~1 ~ is a true 
copy of a newsletter I produced in approximately late 2008 concerning an 
industry meeting I attended with David Lewis and Mike Godber, 

(c) I am not aware of the specific management policies or processes in place at 
QHRL during the Relevant Period, however nothing indicated to me that QHRL 
had inadequate management policies. processes, guidelines or practices or that 
QHRL was not being competer'ltly managed; 
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(d) BOTRA mostly enjoyed a good working relationship with QHRL, apart from the 
period in early to mid 2010 when BOTRA disagreed with QHRL's decision to 
agree to the amalgamation of the three racing codes to form Racing Queensland. 
As to the decision by QHRL to support the amalgamation, attached hereto and 

marked: 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

"MAR-2" is a true copy of a letter from Phil Mitchell, the Authorised 
Representative of Class A Members of QHRL to the QHRL Board of 
Directors dated 25 January 2010 setting out the reasons why the Class A 
Members objected to the proposed amalgamation: 

"MAR~3u is a true copy of a letter from Bob Lette, Chairman of QHRL dated 
4 February 2010 regarding the amalgamation; 

"MAR-4" is a true copy of a letter dated 16 May 2010 from Bill Dixon, 
Chairman of the Tri-Code Industry Participants Meeting, to Her Excellency 
Ms Penelope Wansley AO, Governor of Queensland enclosing letter from 
Government House to Jim Carlton dated 29 March 2010. 

(e) 1 believe the persons best placed to comment on items 2.2 and 2.3 of the 
Schedule would be Mr Godber and/or Mr Lette. 

9. In respect of Racing Queensland: 

(a) following amalgamation of the harness, greyhound and thoroughbred codes 
under the sole control of Racing Queensland on 1 July 2010 (the 
amalgamation), BOTRA sought meetings with Racing Queensland to discuss its 
plans for the future of the harness racing industry; 

(b) I had concerns from the outset that there were problems with the management 
structure of Racing Queensland because: 

(i) of the way in which Racing Queensland went about consuttation with the 
harness racing industry for the amalgamation of the 3 codes. In my opinion 
there was no genuine consultation process with the harness racing code; 

(ii) the amalgamation occurred without a proper business plan in place, or a 
plan to ensure the future of the harness racing industry generally; 

(iii) by comparison to the good experiences I had had with QHRB and QHRL, it 
was unusually difficult to organise meetings with Racing Queensland and 
Mr Bob Bentley; and 

(iv) in meetings I attended following the amalgamation involving Bob Bentley 
and other Racing Queensland executives concerning the proposed sale of 
Albion Park, programming issues, the uQ-Bred" Scheme and Racing 
Queensland's Infrastructure Plan, I found Mr Bentley's management style 
to be heavy handed and that his style was to "dlctateM his will to the clubs; 

{c) attached hereto and marked "MAR-5" is a true copy of a BOTRA newsletter 1 
helped produce in 2 July 201 0. 
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(d) 

(e) 

1 have never been aware of the management policies or processes in place at 
Racing Queensland_ However, having regard to the above observations I believe 
there may have been insufficient management policies and processes In place, 
or that if such policies and processes existed, they may not have been adhared 
to; 

1 believe the persons best placed to comment on items 2.2 and 2.3 of the 
Schedule would be Mr Bentley and/or Mr Tuttle and/or Mr Brennan and/or Ms 
Murray/Reid. 

Section 3 of the Schedule: Corporate Governance 

10_ 

11. 

1 do not have any direct knowledge of the corporate governance arrangements of 
Racing Queensland, nor knowledge of any of its policies, rules or procedures in the 
Relevant Period or otherwise. 

In my capacity as Treasurer and Secretary of BOTRA, and as a harness racing 
enthusiast, I was informed by David Lewis in early 2010 that, in the period leading up 
to the amalgamation, commitments had been given to QHRL by Mr Bentley and 
Racing Queensland that: 

(a) harness racing would continue to receive 14.5% of TAB revenue which was 
negotiated under the "Intercede Agreement"; and 

(b) Albion Park would continue to be the long term home of harness racing. 

12. In the period following the amalgamation, it became clear that neither of these 
promises would be kept by Mr Bentley and Racing Queensland. Given that, and for 
the reasons set out in paragraph 11 above, during 2010 I formed the view that the 
executive officers of Racing Queensland had not acted with integrity, or in the best 
interests of the racing industry_ 

13. I am aware that litigation was instituted by QHRL in approximately December 2010 
against Racing Queensland and Bob Bentley in relation to the sale of Albion Park. I 
understand that this litigation gave rise to issues surrounding the integrity of officers of 
Racing Queensland. I am able to provide further information regarding these 
proceedings if required_ 

14. Attached hereto and marked ~MAR--6" is a true copy of a newsletter sent to BOTRA 
members in 2011 regarding the lntercode Agreement and the proposed sale of Albion 
Park_ 

Section 4 of the Schedule: Oversight by the Minister, the Executive Government, the 
Chief Executive 

15. As to 4.1 , I do not have any direct knowledge of government oversight of the Relevant 
Entities during the Relevant Period. However, as a body representing the harness 
racing industry in Queensland, BOTRA does from time to time make submissions to 
government regarding industry issues_ 
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16. During the second half of 2010, in the period following the amalgamation. Bill Dixon, 
President of BOTRA and David Lewis met with Mike Kelly of the Office of Racing. I did 
not attend, but 1 do know that the meeting concerned the future of the harness racing 
industry in Queensland generally and in particular matters concerning prize-money and 
horse breeding issues. 

17 _ Bill Dixon and David Lewis told me after the meeting that none of these issues were 
able to be progressed with the Office of Racing and that they were Informed that their 
concerns should be taken up with Racing Queensland. 

18. Bill Dixon also told me that a similar response was received when he met with the 
Minister for Racing, Mr Peter Lawler on 16 June 201 o_ 

19. Given that some of BOTRA's complaints related to the conduct of Racing Queensland 
itself, during 2010 I formed the view that it was not appropriate for the Office of Racing 
and the Minister for Racing to delegate responsibilities in the way that they did, and 
that as a consequence there was an insufficient level of oversight of the actions and 
operations of Racing Queensland. 

20. Attached hereto and marked: 

(a) "MAR-7" is a true copy of an email I received from Raylene Dixon dated 17 
November 2010 describing ·the meeting attended by Bill Dixon on 16 June 
2010; 

(b) "MAR-8" is a true copy of a letter dated 25 July 2011 sent by BOTRA 
President Bill Dixon to Members of State Parliament regarding oversight of 
Racing Queensland and various actions taken by Racing Queensland to the 
detriment of the harness racing industry; 

(c) "MAR-9" is a true copy of a letter to BOTRA from the Office of the Premier 
dated 31 January 2011 . 

Section 6 of the Schedule: Queensland Race Product Co. Limited and Tatts Group 

21. As to paragraphs 6.1 to 6.6> I have no direct knowledge of the negotiations between 
Tatts Group and the Queensland Race Product Co over race information fees. The 
first time that I heard about the race information fee agreement was when I read about 
It in the media in late 2011 or early 2012. 

22. Although I have no direct knowledge regarding the actions of the directors and 
executives involved, at the time I recall being disappointed that the deal had been 
made and suspicious of the motives of those who had negotiated it, given that the 
result of the agreement was to drastically reduce the amount of prize-money available 
to harness racing, and the racing industry as a whole. 

23. All the facts and circumstances deposed to In this my Affidavit are within my own 
~nowled~e and belief, except for the facts and circumstances deposed to from 
mformat1on only, and my means of knowledge and sources of information appear on 
the face of this my Affidavit. 
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IN THE MATIER of the Queensland Racing Commission of Inquiry 
before the Honourable Justice Margaret White AO 
pursuant to the Commissions of Inquiry Order (No.1) 2013 

CERTIFICATE OF EXHIBITS 

Exhibits to the affidavit of Margaret Ann Reynolds sworn 26 July 2013. 

ExhlbifNo. Description Date 

"MAR-1" Newsletter to BOTRA members late 2008 

~MAR-2" Letter from Phil Mitchell, Class A Members 25.01 .2010 
Authorised Representative to the Board of 
Directors, QHRL 

"MAR-3" Letter from R J Lette 04.02.2010 

"MAR-4" Letter from William Dixon, Chairman of Tri-Code 16.05.2010 
Industry Participants Meeting to Her Excellency 
Ms Penelope Wansley, AO Governor of 
Queensland enclosing letter from Mark Gower 
OAM. Government House to Jim Carlton dated 
29.03.10 

"MAR-5" Letter from David Lewis, President, BOTRA to 02.07.2010 
BOTRA members 

.. . 

UMAR-6p Letter from BOTRA Management Team to 2011 
"Members and Stakeholders" _ .. 

"MAR-7" Email from Raylene Dixon to Margaret Reynolds 17.11.2010 
titled "Meeting with Minister for Tourism and 
Trading 16 6 2010.docx" 

"MAR-8" Letter from William Dixon, President, BOTRA to 25.07.2011 
''Dear Honourable Member" 

''MAR-9" Lener from NiCk Williams, Office of the Premier, to 31 .01.2011 
Bill Dixon, President, BOTRA 
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SWORN by MARGARET ANN REYNOLDS on 26 JUly 2013 at BRISBANE in the presence 
of: 

Deponen~ A Justice of the Peace/SelieiteF 
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The Board of Directors 
Queensland Harness Racing Limited 
Albion Park Raceway 

Yules tar St Albion Old 4010 

25/01/2010 

Dear Directors 

Objection to the proposed amalgamation of control bodies under the Racing Act 2002 (Qid) 

1 'am writing to you as "'e Authorised Representative of the Class A Members of Queensland Harness 
Racing limited (QRHL). 

For very cogent factual and legal reasons, the Claee A Members' unanimously convey and. stress 
their strong objection to you the OHRl. Board members, to the proposed amalgamation of the three 
control bodfes for thoroughbred racing, harness racing and greyhound racing in Queensland. 

The Class A Members require (and indeed expect) your 13oard members to exercise their duties 
properly, which carry the very clear obligation to act in the best interests of their members as a whole, 
In so making decisions as a director, the intere5ts of third parties are clearly and mandatorily 
subservient (indeed irrelevant) to those of those members. 

The Clas$ A Members' obJection to tho proposed amalgamation 

The Class A Members are of the clear and unambiguous view that the proposed amalgamation of the 
control bodies is not in the best interests of harness racing In Queensland. The reasons for this 
Include, but are not limited to: 

1. the loss of self-detenninatlon as the control body of hamess racing in Queensland, where the 
current structure involves acting solely for and in the interests of and conducive to the interests 
of harness racing, the various clubs and other entities intere~ted and involved in harness 
racing; 

2. the Inability, under an amalgamated control body, to adopt practices and measures that may 
enhance and/or be suitable and appropriate· for harness racing, but which may conflict with the 
other Board represented interests, r:>articularlywhere those interests hold cuntrolling Board 
numbers on the proposed post amalgamation Board; 

3. the cessation of olubs' and other members' ongoing access to a dedicated harness racing 
controlling entity (OHRL) as the controlling body in respect of Issues specific fo and relevant to 
the regulation of harness racing in Queensland; 

4 . 

6. 

the under-representation of harness racing on the post amalgamation Soard where directors' 
representations are weighed numerically towards other (and potentially competing) racing 
Interests and the consequent and obvious clear potential for conflict resulting In decisions 
potentially or actually detrimental to the interests of the harness racing membership inherent in 
such a structure, where such directors, in undertaking their fiduciary obligations, must do so for 
the memoors as a whole; and 

the absence of any real or present demonstrated need for such amalgamation, save fur the 
apparent desire of Queensland Racing Limited to gain control over ~II racing industries in 
Queensland. Absent the current proposal for amalgamation, (proposed and pursued 
yigorously by Queensland Racing Limited), there can be no suggestion that the Board of 
QHRL would be proposing or pursuing such a course. It Is submitted that that is so because 
such an amalgamation is not and has not been credibly demonstrated as being, in the best 
Interests of QHRL or Its members. 
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6. The absence of the most basic and Fundamentcd information such as a 5 or 10 year business 
plan and a Cost benefrt analysi:s would have~ us question how the Soard could mal<e an 
informed dec!slon. 

The Board of QHRL must aot In th~ best lntere5hs o1 QHRL and i£s mamb0r6 

The Board will be aware of Its duties to QHRL (the members) pursuant to the Constitution of QHRL, 
the common law and legislation. ·rhe Board will also be aware of tne appropriate enquiries It is 
required to undertake in order to ensure that It is fully informed of all relevant matters before making a 
decision for. and on behalf of QHRL 

The Board must be conscious of the clear obligation that in circumstances where the oolle<:Uve 
Interests of Its members and the Interests of third parties diverge, the Board is mandatorily required to 
act in the best lnte~ts of its members, without fear or favour of any tfllrd party's interests. 

The serious consequences for the Directors of QHRL not acting in accordance with their duties clearly 
impact on (and are actionable by) its members. Tl)e Board should ba under no misapprehension that 
its Class A Members require the Board to act in the interests of QHRl, failing Which the Class A 
Members may be required to take whatever st1;1pS (legal, procedural Of otherwise) required to protect 
their rlshts and Interests and the rights and interests of those Involved with harness racing in 
Queensland more generally. 

In summary and conctusion, the Class A Members do not believe there is any credible factual or legal 
basis upon which the m101mbers of the Board of OHRL can or should, In acting in accordance with their 
fiduciary obligations, agree to or condone such amalgamation. 

Yours faithfully 

Phil Mitchell 

Class A Members Authorised Representative 

fetter lo QHRL ftom PhU Mitctu,lln nnai.OOO 
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4lll Febn.~ary 2010 
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PROPOSED MERGER OF I-IRQ WITH THE THROUGHBRED/GREVHOUNO 
CONTROL BODIES 

You may be aware that there is a fetter on the Greyhound end Thoroughbred web sites 
advfsing that Harness Racing has decided to Join In the merger of the three control 
bodies. 

To clarify the situation, the HRQ Board and Class A members (tt1e Clubs and BOTRA) 
have a~Jreed in principle to join the merger but the Class A members have three issues 
that we G~re seel<ing to resolve, until these Issues are resolved the matter is no1 finalized. 

RJ Lstte 
Chalrnlan 
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'!ow :::;:c.::llenc_y 
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''/c;p~· :'}t~G( 01: ;-ept~' oc.tsci :~t· ;'.'i ~.·e:h -~()~.() \(~ i'·:·r .lift\ Gad·((fl1. ·~$ CebtGd '\(;li~~' ct:~ r r~Y -~o;tO) .:3;; !: .n~~~;;l(}~~ Of~ j.:.~f'tfl"!lp;~!')t:1 
oi' c:ll thr9a Qu~elis:~nd ff,dn~ coc:?.s. 

~. . lH:\1" ti·1<=l c:over;1or cietays cons.'!n·;: to the .:>mencJmenl.s t1) lht~ Racing :'.r;( ·:!i~O? un::i/ f11ll ?:VJ prq~~f r~on~.u!te tion 
t1as te~~~an place 1'.rit11 the stal(eholdQrs ir) the l'ecln~ Incus·\,;:. li·l,.;J·.i.l1t'l vo~il·rg re.sult o-r ·(his motion i),~ i)r0u;~h~ to L11e 
<?ovanlor'e in1f'•l.3di<;(& atcerriio,t lllAT ihe 0over,1ment !mme(fifl ~l-ll~.t ,·~;:1-!!P.-S:?S t:if! f.li'O!'"·~P,(j r:.ntf.nd:w~nts to U1e 
Fl$<:ing /.Ct for p;'Oj)$1' GOIISliltaTJC,l to ca:v:l p!aGe. 

:?. THAT the etttaci1ed ietcer to The Hon Peter La•:!IOr M:~. t\!,ir.lstet' Resp{~nsib!e ·~r;.;- :·~<>cing .. :; s ~el1t tn \'•.)tu t."'cellr,ot;~: 
and ·1o l11fom1 '<'o•;r excellency ~hat all e.t\enr:ie:=s <lt ·\!;e met::(lng .st~nr.d e1 co~~, vf san;e, a!l signori GO!)!e.os c,r ~·•i1iGil 
have b:3en -.'or" .. atded to the i:·ilnlsler. 

l~ol!owin~ the above mo·•ions, eit inc!ustly particip<ll'llf-l <16Sife your sup(Xl:'( in ci?ley/ng (ilt; itr:(.•ff! ;T; >;) flil'itiC~n (.)f ~mt~ndr:1~tlts 
to the Racing f'.ct 2002 until sttCh time as full <'.nd proper consulcation r!iH1 <Ill sectlo11s of iile r~cing industw has been 
tmdertal<en. 

Yours faitilfully 

i\k 1!/illlarn Di:<:on 
Ct11:iiiTMn vf f t i·CG'd~ iotdustiy Par£!oipar.(S \•,jec;t!ri~ 
Signed on his bel1alf by il·irs Margaret Re:;ncllis 

SGlONA3~W ., 
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Mr Jim Carlton 
125 Andrew Road 
GREENBANK OLD 4124 

Dear Mr Carlton, 

vo-v::: RN Ntf.!t·n' HOUSf.: 
Q .U;: F. i'i !; i. ,·, l·~ I) 

lhan!< you for youl· letter to the Governor received on 22nd March, 2010 expressing 
your concerns over matters with the Queensland racing industry. The Governor h~s 
noted your concerns and asl<ed that I reply on her behalf. 

In addressing your concerns around the system by which the Governor will give 
assent to legislative matters, I must advise that any new legislation or changes that 
are proposed to existing legislation, Jncludlng those covering the racing industry, are 
forwarded to the Governor through the Executive Council for Assent. The Governor 
is well briefed and advised by the Government and relevant Government 
Departments on all legislation before assent is given. ihe system of giving assent to 
legislation is robust and the Governor Is well advised from all sources prior to Assent 
being granted. 

Regarding the administrative level of implementing legislation, activities concerning 
incorporated associations are covered by the Associations Incorporation Act 1981 
and are the province of the Department of Justice and Attorney-General to 
administer and interpret. Issues concerning the conduct of business within an 
Incorporated Association such as those raised in your correspondence are to be 
dealt with by the Association in the first instance and any appeals should be directed 
to the Department of Justice and Attorney-General. they are not matters for the 
Governors consideration. 

u for writing to the Governor on this matter. 

29 March 2010 

ST!Ui-T: 16~ Femberg Ro~d Ped-:J!ng;cr; Ql/seo~r-.1140!54 ' i'(1 $T.~t· GPO SoK 434 8risbar.o Queaosl.?.r.d 4001 
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cont!'(ll of R~:cing Queen~:.,:~r.l l.!ll':!·cc(l. 

f"t)o onl<llf.ial'!lcitiGil f)fiX$6S •:O!Iili·;~j',edc:l it) l.JGC-311"lQ~( :"2009 "o'.'illl no·; t:•:•o'•'::Uit;:,tio.li"i \'.-ith t:·,,.:'l i,!;rr:-:3 ·~,)(:;. £' c'·i :d •·;r,;.; l!nnli!.•~.j 
:viti; il•) buGii,ess plan Hncl no d~li:i H~ or $p~<:lfic i;onflirts to bfl ·~eri;.-M l1y wl n,· ~' i~Y ; :f u·•e Ul(fr;,:. 

Wheol ti1e propos~! to omelg~rnate v.1as a.-rrlounceu the ivianag<:ment Cornn:lttl';e ~'Jf 8C>"fiii, !ro")ma!i!~HAi~' -'>1~·'3r.·~):~<ll!:c' 
'iiews of hafness rac!f·,g pattfcipants aMI !t '.Va$ evident that flw, i!Hii:stry ••ms \·Gh"m~o'iliy t:· !.: !:·~- !:l~d t<' ::•:·,1.;dg•.,r r.::=.tic·n. 
B01'RA, largely through the efForts and resources or Phil Mitcl1ell. galvanized tile f;la.<;s f.. mernt.1ers (;'lh!ch l'f~ t11ti Ch.!b.-:i 
and ROTRA) and fought a tireless but ~!nfortunateiy unsuccessful batUe to i1<W~ th<~ Gov.';·l 111 r:ci1t del;iy 1:1c.') proct)~~~ r.1oti! 
proper conslrltatlon was 1)11dertal<en. 

Subsequently, Bill Dixon organized a iY\eeting Of tile three codeS r~sultlng in fnrther o"€!)f'G~<)I)(~tiOill) t•) lh<'~ (;(;'!~:f'llN .;>nti 
to lt te Racing Minister - t)ut again the representatior.s fsil on deaf ears. 

BOTAA exllausteel all avenues to overturn. or at feast delay, t l1e arnaigami.ition process l>tit tilt: t"eaiity is u·nH It is vtlth us 
today and now t11e industry must pvll together to ens\lre. no! only tlr('>t '.'It) lir'f~ r1ot rJiSa\lvantagod l;y <llllAigama!kii1, IJut 
that we reap our sl1are of any benefitS v;llich may be fonhcoming. I recently he.-1 discussion.;; \vitli Pat:! Brennr:.r1, 
Director of Proauct Delivery with Racing Queensland, who assured me thnt, ':ct only woul•l i';is cloor· oli'!e.ys i)e upen tv 
BOTRA. but that the new Board of Racing Quoenslend is lool~lng at wClys to (lSsist ir.d~•stry boclies St•c:r·, as 80fRA l·ie 
also assured me that the Product Development ancl P.-ogramming Advis()ry Group (PDIW/\G) wc·uld continue it» 
consultative role in relation to the harMss facing p.-oduct. 

I undel·stanc.t that some 80 fRA memberS question the effectiveness of the PD&PAG anrj, fw·:ner, f!)e extent of input 111a~ 
BOiRA has within the Grollp. Four rnernbers of the BOTRA fvianagen1em G(Jfrlmittee crl;l rn~;;mbers of the PD&PAG and 
invariably they ac;count for a minimum of 50% of the indust1y representation. As to tll ~t eff,~c.ti•:enes.~ of th& Group, lot 
me assure you tl)at industi)' representt'ltion 11as IJeen instrumental in many of tl1e bf.lneflcial outCOI'Ms for harness 
racin.g over the past fe1.v ye-ars and outcomes fil<e ly to be achieved in ll1~ near l'lltufe. "fM PD8,PAG has feSis tGd calls by 
ihe Boa(d to hava the r.trmber of starters in mile races inr.reased to :11 or :i.2. it ll<lS pre$secl for mofe Metro ;oces on 
Saturday nights and there is a strong likelihoOd that Si1ortly there \'/ill be seven wletr·o races every Snturday night. 
Recently the Group tl<lS argued vigorously ag<l inGt !'educing the nun1ber of losses JJerotE! tne drop bacl< rrJie applies From 
ten to eignt or even six: Additionally tile Group llas argtred ven~mently e~gainst tho l)rr.nr1o9t In •vhlch 1v1n,; by tlwoc yct:'r 
olds al"e a:>sessee1, suc11 assessment discriminating agai1iSt lessei· C!'edentialed thl'ee yaar o!ds. Tl1e decision on these 
!C'ltter two issues rests uitlmately with HRA in consultation with all the States IJut sumce to eay that ;t:itnout t i)e PD&PAG 
the views of Queensland illdust:y participants would go 1 <-~rgely unheard. 

With amalgamation nD\'t a fact of lifG it is essential that the industr; h<>s a t:nited ·-;oic::. f.IW (i1:lt pf'lrticip8nt'c; l ;SG 80TR1\ 
at> their condt:it to Racing Queensiancl. 

I urge you to renew your t30TRA membership ~no to encOLlrAge ycuf owners ancj othsr inciustr,• pariicipants to Join to 
rnal<e 80TRA as "strong' find as "loud'' 85 prull"\IOIA - THE VOICE OF THE:.' INDUSTRY! 

8est regards 

SG6lU~UO 

6 1/91 39\;ld SQlONA3~1-'I " 9061UEEL0 

: ·.:1 .-,.:·~ ,.-,..)~: t:· ~.-n - ·: :.:: :;- -= : ,:. 

Th~l ~i.:c"., C:· '.~·'' ;· 

{i~) t:(J-,; (}(!·~: 

iU i;:\i;; ~ ~ ~-~ Ql D /:!'J:[Q 

~ '.' '. ~'/ :".f':! :~ ;, .. : i; 
':': 1.1;!. !~; i\':'! 

u-;.J :; lj ;:, } : .~·: '· 



(t l) 

· ft1Aft--6 

KEEPING YOU INFORMED 

Dear Members anct Stakeholders 

M.ar.y people hava been nsfdng how we are p~ogressing as an industry to get Sob Bentley and Racing Queensland to 

honour their comtnitments to harness racing, 

Putting it vory simply~-

HARNESS A$SJ:1.S . a 
Both Bentley and Racing Q~1eenstand have been litigated l:'lg~inst to make them honollr promises made whan we abreed 
to join the Tri Code Agreoment. 
They agreed to retain Albion Park as the long term home of harness racing a11d to give us 1G% of whatev~r ~hey receive~ 
from the Government for the construction of a new state of the art stand where we could earn substantial mcome from 
sponsors emd catering. 

W e had designed the new user fl'iendly stand and applied to the Brisbane City Council for approval. 
We say that, after we committed to the arn~lgamatlon, Bentley ancl Racing Queensland reneged on the cotnrnllrnent 
and carne up "~Hh a Strategic Plan whlch instead involved moving harness racing to leasehold galloping tracks ~t 
Ipswich and oe·agon. 

He wo\Jid not pursue recovery of our lt)itial investment In the Parklands complex which today would be worth in excess of 
$40M. 

The plar. to sell Albion Park at $:100Million plus means they WOl1ld be selling an asset of Harness Racing and 
GreyJi~!-lnds to invest the funds into propping up galloping facilities. 

Bentley and Racing Queensland, using industry fonds, are fighting tooth alld nail to try to shut the court case down 
without a trial. Why? We ttllnk It is because Bentley and others at Racing Queensland, and In the Government, fear the 
evidence that will come out about deception ot Harness ancl Greyhounds. 

Fol' example, il1 evidence already put bafo1·e the Court, it Is clear that barely 4 days after we, believing the promises and 
agreements made by Bentley and Racing Queensland would be honoured, agreed to the merger, Bentley gave 
instr~1ctlon5 to proceed with a consultancy that would find that Albion 'Park should be sold and Harness moved to 
Deagon. 

We believe our case is right and just and we will contim1e to fight jusL as hard to have a trial and get Court orders to 
rna~<e Bentley and Racing Queenslalld do what they said they would. 

mifRCODE A~REEMENT 
Under the lntercode Agreement that the 3 codes entered into as part of the deal that was done for a 15 year Product & 
Programme Agreement, Harness Racing is to receive 14.5% of the amoLmt recetved from the TAR. 

Not only is this a legally binding Agreement, eentley and Racing Queensland also rep1-esente<l to us that distributions 
under the lntercode Agreement would contitHle if we agreed to join a merger of the codes. 

Bentley ahd Racing Queensland want to cancel the Agreement and w.:tlk away from their representations. 

We $;ay lt is written In co11crete and we want It honoured and have included claims In the current court case against 
Bentley and Racing Queensland to ensu re it is. 

PMEDEBS SD.\KES AND INCENTIVE SCHEME 
We are not convinced that the new QRIS Scherne is beneficial to ~larness Racing. In ~t. we can only Se@ breeding 
declining as a result. 

We are analysing the Scheme and preparing <l document to show that out Breeders Scheme was far superior. 

Hope this helps you to understand how Bentley and Raoing Queensland are detrimentally affecting our lndt1stry. 

Wo are Working overtime with the Clubs to ensure we can get an outcome which will ensure your future. 
!t h~sn't bee11 easy but nothing worthwhile achieving is simple or without cost and we need those strong and 
1eterminect voices to ensure that we get an acceptable result forth~ Industry. 

WTfM MAI'lAG~MENr TEAM 

S ~6lU££LO 

b 1/9 1 39\ld Sal0NA3tl~l " 9Z51U £€L0 
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i-YOI't'i: Raylene Dixon (DIXONHARI\lESS@bigpond.comJ 

Sen~: \Nednesday, 17 November 2010 6:21 PM 

lo; Margaret Reynolds 

Sub]!9ct: Meeting with Minister for ·rourism and Fair Trading 16 6 2010.doc)< 

Maetl~g with Minlsier for Tourism and t=~ir lradf~g 

Wednesday 16 June 2010 

In re.sponso to numerous phone calls, and a lengthy telephone discussion, the MfniSterfor Racing agreed to 
a meeting in hfs offices at 1 30 pm on Wednesday 16 June. 

The Minister, Peter lawler, was requested to consider harness racing industry participants many serious 
matters of concern with recent legislation passed by Parliament. 

The Minister was presented with a written statement requesting he take corrective action on a number of 
matters. 

His response was to state that under government legislation, passed in 2002, he had no power to intercede 
in any matters relating to the racing industry and therefore would not, and could not, take the actions 
requested. 

He advised that all matters relating to the Industry must be handled by Queensland Racing, the body created 
by the 2002 legislation. 

Undllr pressure of questioning the Minister did ptovide the following statements relating to the 
responsibilities of the newly combined (3 codes) racing body: 

o The Industry Is now one racing industry and not 3 Individual codes. 
o Queensland Racing must act in the best Interests of all (3 preVious) racing codes. 
o From July 12010 Queensland Racing is not committed to retain the corrent distribution of funds. 

r=rom that date the current distribution for harness facing {14.1%) will be gone, 
o All money goes Into one pot for distribution by Queensland Racing for the best outcome for the 

total racing industry. 
o Queensland Racing must maintain the viability of all 3 codes. 
o Harness Racing must become more attractive as a betting medium. 
o The legislation protects all administrative jobs with salaries of les!> than $100,000. People over 

$100,000 are subject to review and negotiation. 
o All matters relating to harness racing must be hartdled by Queensland Radng. 

The Minister left the meeting in a hurry to attend other matters of government. 

Sill Dixon 

17 6 2010 

2311 112010 ~l6lU£UO ryt14; 11 tJ 
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loss oi' :3ree<le;rJ Gi.·e\1(~~ 
l) Raductianln Prize n10ney (•::1· Nw·~ely 2 (~:1~-::z. 
" Loss m• ar~~d~r:; Bonuse~ 

'I 

to~s o'i' Monday Racing Me~~~i(rJ;~ 
Propl)~ed los~ or f:ledcll~fe Wecin:a;;ciC1)' Tr\13 jV/<:J,~i:h':i.~;u. 

l.oss of Bri7.3:J. TV pn;gramme. 
Los3 ol1 Cotu'l<3r Mt'ill colurt'ln 

Ws CJppee\1 to yo1J to 1.1~0 your lnfluenc<::· to $tlppori: 1 .:::~ -:,;:::1 ~\~turn ,:.:,:r !n(!t!a·~l":f :;0 (;1,;;· 
.:JWn controlr~tl-l~r l.h::~n l),:;ing oontrcll\3d by r.1 f:?ol.'\fd l'i'!~.krly ;-;,;1·-(qH·i:,~,:.d =:>? ·;J;e.-:·.-:, r•~!·iU:·.:.:) 

p~(BOr'lneJ under the control or R~r.lng Qr.!·.:. en::; !~ tK1 ~·,ho r;>l''~ ?.CGIJI! iit;?.i~le 1:0 iH·~· n•:l 
In this (\ov~nwnent. 

The Ct:ITG;it structure o'i tha i!!oz.rd ; ·, ::<~ t~.:, suppo;;, iil o·i:h'"" :::;i: •:T(6~ l;-, ;:~i.i~ ·;:i'<?. ii:<t :?;i•;i i:S 
ii"J fe;c£ th~ only un~ccol.,nial,!a lJody ~·Jnti'OHing ~1il ;·fil\~.7 ~~o·:!•:. ;:lls'l ;:u;:,:·;·i·~di~·. 

\Ne ·.vovid Pt'<51't:l' to Mf~ i'l"' CI I~~ !hi~ r.t •'f1.o;~jcr poiith;r::l !:~: ? ).!(il, r1f! t ,;: :··.··:: :! r'l ~ !::d~ ·:·tf·i'tt nn 
r;ltem~tlve, ti1•.m ','J.:: ~:;·HI h·m'·:!l1o do ~o. 

!t1ff iiia•·~ ·) r:! li;on 
f)t':Z, " ' cl ,., !':\: 
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For rapry please quote: ECPINL - TF/10130568 - DOC/10111209 

:3 ·;JAN 20H 

Mr Bill Dixon 
President 
Breeders, Owners, Trainers and 
Reinspersons Associa1ion (Qid) Inc 
PO Box 669 
ALBION QLD 4010 

Dear Mr Dixon 

Executive Building 
·100 Geor~e Street Bfbb~llC 

PO Box tS18S City East 
Qu~Gnsland 400 2 Australl<r 
To!QphonG «i17 32:11:. ti3C!> 

f-acsimil~ +617 3221 ,3631 
l!~omll Yh er remrer®premiers.qld.gov.au 
W<lbsl~ www.lhepremler.qld .gov.~u 

Thank you for your letter of 17 December 2010 concerning the Racing Queensland 
Limited (RQL) Infrastructure plan for the racing industry. I have been requested to reply 
to you on the Premier's behalf. 

RQL was established on 1 July 2010 to provide Improved decision making for the racing 
industry as a whole, and the Queensland Government has no role in the day-to-day 
management or decision making of the industry. The Queenslsnd GovernmenPs Racing 
Industry Capital Development Scheme provides in excess of $80 million over the four 
years to 2013-14, to assist with revitalising the racing industry's aging Infrastructure. 

The Premier notes the results of the recent survey of Breeders, Owners, Traillers and 
Reinspersons Association members, including the support shown for retaining Albion 
Park as a harness racing venue. However, as Queensland Harness Racing, the former 
control body for harness racing in Queensland, has initiated legal action against RQL, it 
would be inappropriate for the Premier to comment further on any particular matters at 
this time. 

Again, thank you for bringing this matter to the Premier's attention. 

Yours sincerely 

_,....,.-· 
./ 

Wlrliams 
Senior Policy Advisot· 

b l /6 l 39\:td SOlDN"'-3~1-'l -. 906EL££L0 
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