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OFFICE OF THE
Hon. Andrew Fraser MP
Treasurer and Minister for Racing 15 JAN 2009
GPO Box 811 .
UNDER TREASURER

Brishane @ 4001

Dear Minfster,
Re QRL and Synthetio Raolng Surfases

| expect that you are aware of the article written for The Australian by respected
journalist Tony Amold entitied “Synthetic Tracks again under Fire" and published

yesterday (12th January 2009). A copy is altached,

The QRL wehsite on 7 January 2009 published a statement entitled "Toowoomba .
Dissldents Playing Polifics” - a somewhat souriilous prasentation intensely critical of
those, who include many of Queensland’s most respected Industry parlicipants, who
hava sought to retaln the Toowoomba course proper which the QRL Chaliman, with the
support of the Toowoomba Club Chalrman, proposes to have converied from a turfto a

synthetls racing surface,

Today {13 January 2008} the Courler Mail published the result of a meeling held
yesterday in Toowoomba between the QRL Chalrman and "80 people” and headed
“Bentley dismisses concerns over Cushion Track,”

You are also no doubt aware of the QRL propesal for the Deagon Tralning Centre

. Including the Installation of another synthetic racing surface there - a like proposal to
that afso proposed by QR for the Gold Coast, if and when the Bentley Plan fo redeyelop
Gold Coast racing Infrastrueture in assoclation with Mr Stanley Ho, ever materializes.

You will also know of the problems already ancountered with the Caloundra synthetlc
racing surface and the concerns of many respacted industry particlpants about i,

The very same congerns which are reflected In Mr Tony Arnold's article of 12 January
are repeated in numerous press arilcles in the U.S. and accessible via the Internet.

This multipliclty of concems, as expresset by respected Industry participants and
respected Journallsts both here and In the U.S. [s o be contrasted with the seemingly
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intransigent mind of QRL and In particular its Chalrman, who, in spite of the above
goncems appears unaquivacally commitied to the installation of synthetic surfages at

key Queensland recing and tralning centres,

Minister this division of oplnlon, surely, Is & maiter which must concern you, particularly
In light of the fact that the Govemment has itsslf committed substantial public monles in
acgordance with what, many argue, Is the flawed advice of QRL. The total sum of the
Government's financlal commitment to the Caloundra, Toowooriba and Deagon
facllities so far Is not known, it Is understood however that a Government commitment

of $12 milflon has previcusly been accepted.

Fublicly expressed concems about synthetic racing surfaces In Queensland Indude the
following:

o The serfous injury {o valuable racing stock, even death, In training and racing at
Galoundra (a concern replicated in Mr Arnold's article concernlng simiar
experlences on stich surfaces In the U.8,)

¢ The reluctance of owners and tralners fo nominale at Caloundra for those
masfings fo be held on the synthells surface.

= The consaquential negative impact on betting turnover both on and off course,

* The serfous conflict of opinlon betwaen experlenced racing participants
conceming the long term sultabliity of synthetle surfaces for galioping

thoroughhbreds,

+ Thefailure to firsl underlake the required research and in particular to consider a
temporary synthetic frack for the purposes only of experimentation and research
as to its long term suitabliity for local climatic conditions.

The totality of the Toowoomba proposaf (the first invelving a course proper) seems lo
have been justifled solely by refarence to water avallabliity as a resuit of recent drought
conditions In Toowoomba, Is this the first ime Toowoomba has experlenced drought?

~What has-beer-the impact ofrecent rains on the cotirse proper I Toowoomba? Was
the Installation of the synihetic irack at Toowoomba determined by reasons of lack of
waler at Calaundra or at Deagon or at the Gold Coast? Mr Arnold's arlicle suggests
that synthetlc tracks do take and require water.

These, Minlster, are all serfous questions particularly in ight of the financial commitment
already made by Government.

You are urged to Infervene. To fail to do so necessarlly Implles your unequivocal
accaptance of tha QR position already apparent in respect of Toowoomba, Deagon and
Caloundra. Have yolt unequivocally relected not only the concerns of respected
experienced parlicipants in the Queensland racing industry but also the experience and
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svldance already avallable in the U.S. (and Caloundm)? and If so, on what basls? You,
as the responsible Minfster, and accordingly the Government, has.remalnad silent. Yeéf
many responsible people are genuinely concerned,

{ would urge you in the course of an appropriate interventlon to estabilsh an
Independent and sultably quallfied Inquiry resourced by the best avallable professlonal
expertise not only In the refevant professional enginesilng and related disclplines but
also available In the racing Induslry - persons who are experfenced and respeoled
persons with expertise In the tralning and racing of the thoroughbred. Perhaps
someans of the callbre of Mr Bart Cummings may be suggested, as an exampis only.
Most racing people would, | am sure, prefer the opinion of Bart Cummings on such .

matters to those of Bob Bentlay,

So long as QRL. and ifs Chaliman continue to promote the introduction in Queensland
of synthetlc racing surfaces in the face of natlonal and international concerns and
ohjections, it is lagitimate to ask: why? What special knowledge doss QRL and ifs
Chalrman hava to which the wider industiy Is not privy?

An urgent response wouid be appreciated,

Hon, WL, Carter QC
ce The Honourable The Premier
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y Queensland
WV Government

Han Peter Lawlor Mp
Member for Southport
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0 1'MAY 2009

" The Honourable W Carer QC
101 Hawdon Strest
WILSTON QLD 4051

Dear Mr Carter

I refer to your letter of 13 January 2009 to the. Honourable Andrew Fraser MP, Treasurer
and now Minister for Employment and Economile Davelopment regarding the [nstallation of
a synthetlo track at Clifford Park, Toowoomba, As the matter now falls within my portfollo
respensibllities, a copy of your correspondence has baen forwardad {o me for raply. .

As you are aware the Toowoomba Turd Club (TTC) holds the fraehold title to Clifford Park
and Is able to deal with the land according to {aw.

Under the Racing Act 2002, the Government Is not responsible for making decisions
regarding the commercial opsrations of the Queensland racing industry. In fact, the
Queensland racing fndustry had long advocated for government to remove itsalf from
Industry malters and sought to he given the responsibliity for such declsion making., The
Act, which was unanimously supported by the Queensland Parllament, givas effect fo this
industry request. Accordingiy, Industry {ssues such as the installation of & synthetic {rack at
Clifford Park are matters for Queensland Racing Limited, as the control body for
thoroughbred racing, and the TTG, as the owner of the racing venue, {o address.

As you wauld riow be aware, a majorfty of TTC members voled In favour of the installation
of the synthetic track at a special meeting held on 16 February 2009.

The Issues ralsed In the article by Mr Tony Arcold (The Auslralian, 12 January 20089)
concernlng the Santa Anita racecourse ars public knowledge, but there are also ntmerous
examples of synthetic tracks operating sucsessfully throughout the United Kingdom, the

United States, and Asla.
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In refation to your comments coneerning the establishment of another fnquiry, | refer you to
the comments of the then Commissioners, Massrs Martin Daubney SC and Anthony Rafter
SC, that "(s)veryone has their own opinlon on every lssus In the Industry. For sach persan
who lamenis the passing of the "old ways” there Is another who applauds innovation”,

Should you wish to discuss this matier further, you may wish to contact my office on
3224 2004 to schedule a meeting at a mutually convenlent time.

Yours slnceraly

Peter Lawfor MP
Minlster for Tourlsm and Falr Trading . o
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